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NOT THE RIGHT APPROACH
The classification of titanium dioxide
in powder form as a substance “suspected of causing cancer in humans”
is met with a lot of criticism by the
coatings industry. What is CEPE’s
view on the matter?

C

EPE is not happy that the legislator used
CLP to address their concerns. It is not
about the chemical titanium dioxide but
about dust. For the first time chemically inert
dust particles have been considered in scope
of CLP. CLP should communicate relevant
hazards, and titanium dioxide does not fulfill
this criterion. We do not think this is the right
approach as it will lead to misunderstandings, and, ultimately, CLP itself will be negatively impacted. The practical implications for
our industry are that liquid mixtures are not
in scope of the classification but will all have
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to be relabeled with the EUH211 sentence.
Powder coatings, however, may be in scope if
they fulfill the Note 10 criteria. Powder blend
mixtures are also in scope. More generally,
the impact for our industry as a whole is the
misunderstanding that this classification will
entail. It is expected that our industry will suffer from using a ‘carcinogenic substance’. It
is about perception and reputation. We will
have to explain that lung overload of dust is
an unrealistic condition for consumers and
professional users and therefore there is no
real hazard nor risk. Nothing will change for

industrial workers who are already protected
from dust exposure through the worker protection legislation and occupational exposure
controls in all Member States. The classification does not bring any benefit for the society but will have negative consequences not
only on CLP but also on downstream legislations as many derogations will be required
and the issue of waste has not yet been properly addressed. This classification has set a
precedent for other poorly soluble particles.
It has also set a precedent for the way substances are treated under the EU harmonised
classification process. 
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Bodo Müller
UNDERSTANDING ADDITIVES · This book covers everything about the mode of
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action, application and possible side effects of the most important coatings additives.
It reflects the needs of practical work – thus enabling the reader to gain a solid grounding in these critical, yet complex constituents of all paint formulations. It provides
both an overview and in-depth basic knowledge of the main classes of additives. This
indispensable companion illustrates the types of damage eliminated
or prevented by additives vividly with colour photos.
2nd Revised Edition, 2019, 182 pages, hardcover,
155 x 225 mm, 159 €, order no. 21119
 Also available as eBook: 21121

Look inside
the book!
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